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GIA is 

a multidisciplnary arts community 

that fosters transformative, individualised growth in the 

young people who attend.



The world puts too much pressure on children to win
a game they never signed up to play.

We are told there is a great divide between success
and failure,

winning and losing,
happiness and sadness.
We are told we have to choose one or the other

or descend into madness.
Why is it only art teachers that tell us failure is OK?
That all of our grades don’t have to be A’s? 
Why is it only in art that mistakes are considered

a part of life?
Why do we have to be perfect,
Or at least better than everyone else?
How can you win at life when life isn’t a game?

“GIA has changed my life. Being here, 
surrounded by other artists, has taught me 

that it’s okay to let go of all my insecurities. 
I have gained a ton of confidence in my 

abilities as an artist. I will take the 
confidence I have gained here with me into 

my everyday life.”

Megan

Poem written by 
Megan in their 
Spoken Word 
Poetry class



GIA’s learning environment is student-led; our 

differentiated instruction accommodates individual learning styles. 

We cultivate diverse educational contexts that support 

intellectual, artistic, inter—and intra—personal development.



Anything is possible,
But I don’t think that’s possible.
World Peace,
World hunger that’s humanly deniable all our freedom

controlled by the man in the White House.
The man that hates all and every Immigrant but it’s

a two-way street.
People are going to die for piece Just for a piece of a rebellion.
The Paris Riots, The Freedom March are just pieces to

the world,
Scattered and battered like my ancestors who fought

for the new world.
How are we the youth gonna speak the truth about changing

the world that is plausible or even possible to decipher
the pit piper of the thing we call life,

now I lay my head down to sleep and weep of dreaming
of the new world.

So close but yet so far,
But maybe one day we’ll have a new world.

Savy

“I love how I can put my mind onto paper 
and be appreciated, working with people 

who are doing the same thing. I’m proud that 
I was able to build a connection with the 

people around me.

Poem written by 
Savy in their 
Spoken Word 
Poetry class



Our focus on student outcomes includes:

Enhanced artistic ability 

New and transferrable skills 

Growth due to personal and social reflection 

A deepened understanding of a range of professional pathways 

An appreciation of the diversity, inclusivity, and power of the arts



“Last night when I was performing with the poetry class, I didn’t 
want to read my work. Then Cailin said to me: if I don’t use my 
voice to say the things I need to say, then no one else will. That 

really resonated with me, so I’m going to read my poem tonight.”

Mandy



What do students do at GIA?

Learn skills from world-class artists in small classes and workshops everyday.

Teach workshops to peers and teachers in their own areas of expertise.

Gain daily exposure to artistic excellence via GIA’s Artist Series, featuring 
performers from around the state, country, and world.

Build a community that is holistic & artistic—one that values every individual. 

Develop an artistic and social confidence to bring back home and beyond.



“I developed a love for photography and 
finally found an art medium that I can 

express myself through. I want to 
continue with photography and use it to 

build up my confidence.” 
Bailey, Randolph

"I will not care as much about what 
people think of me. I'll try to be a 

kind, creative individual because that 
is who GIA has made me, and it's 
also the kind of person I respect." 

Elinor, Enosburg Falls 

“I'm now inspired to go home and work 
on my drawing style and vocal skills.”

Mekiah, Cabot

“"At GIA, everyone can express their 
true self and feel an instant connection 
just because of the communal power 
that the arts have on the community 

and the world." 
Larissa, Peoples Academy

“"GIA has changed my life. Being 
here, surrounded by other artists, 
has taught me that it's okay to let 
go of all of my insecurities. I have 
gained a ton of confidence in my 

abilities as an artist." 
Megan, Middlebury

“I have seen and understand my own 
artistic potential better than ever before.”

Rosemary, Mount Abe

“I met so many amazing and 
wonderful artists and it made me 
believe I could be one as well.”

Gus, Stowe

“GIA showed me how people should 
treat each other and themselves. I've felt 
so safe and loved for the last 2 weeks. 
I'm proud of how much I've grown.” 

Abby, Oxbow

“My mom is an alum and she convinced me 
I should come to GIA. For me, it was a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience. ”
Emmy, Homeschool

GIA taught me to see art differently and to 
step out of my comfort zone. I thought I 
was a bad artist because I was not a good 
painter or musician, but now I have learned 
that I can express myself in different ways. 

Sharon, Montpelier

Student Testimonials



Learn more @ www.giv.org

www.youtube.com/givarts



Appendix



MORNING CLASSES

Music Theory - Ideas through Sound, Written Down (Cailin Manson)
Maskmaking - Making Faces (Cavan Meese - GIA Alum 1994)
Documentary Photography as a Tool for Social Justice (Candace Hope)
Figure drawing - What is the Figurative? (Estefania Puerta)
Chapbook Boot Camp: Writing & Printing your own Poetry Booklet (GennaRose Nethercott)
Long-Form Improvisational Comedy (Isaac Eddy - GIA Alum 1994)
Songwriting (Myra Flynn)
Acrylic Painting (Molly Greene - GIA Alum 2004)
Film and Storytelling (Eva von Schweinitz)
Dance - My body can do WHAT? What CAN my body do? (Hilary Clark)

AFTERNOON CLASSES

Vocal Discovery (Cailin Manson) 
Technical Theater - Projection & Perception (Cavan Meese - Alum 1994)

Choreoography - Making Dance (Hilary Clark)
The Storyteller's Toolbox - A Fiction Writing Workshop (GennaRose Nethercott)

Directing for the Stage (Isaac Eddy - Alum 1994)
Spoken Word Poetry (Myra Flynn) 

Toy Theater, or The Tiny Box of Plot (Sara Peattie)
Acrylic Painting (Molly Greene - Alum 2004)

Experimental Filmmaking (Eva von Schweinitz)
Sculpture - Touching Space (Estefania Puerta)

Students take morning and afternoon classes for two weeks across wide-ranging subjects including: 
Dance, Film, Music, Photography, Theater (performative & technical), Puppetry, 

Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, and Writing.

Class examples from 2019



Lakou Mizik, an 8-piece Haitian band formed in the aftermath of the 2012 
earthquake not only performed in GIA’s Artist Series (w/students joining them!), but also 
volunteered to join our July 4th parade as GIA’s very own parade band. They taught students, 
faculty, and staff traditional ‘RaRa’ music on homemade PVC instruments and then lead them 

as GIA took over Main St. in Castleton.

Holistic Education



Holistic Education

Vermont legislators/artists Mollie Burke & John Killacky shared their artistic 
and civic journeys. They discussed the role the arts played in their elections, as well as the 

role it plays in their legislative work. Students drew portraits of them during the discussion.



GIA 2020 applications are available via www.giv.org in February!

http://www.giv.org

